


Drug Recognition Expert Course

Session 26- Preparing the Narrative Report 

• Discuss the essential elements of the 
drug influence evaluation report  

• Prepare a clear and concise narrative 
description of the results of the drug 
influence evaluation  

Learning Objectives
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Upon successfully completing this session the participant will be able to: 

• Discuss the essential elements of the drug influence evaluation report. 

• Prepare a clear and concise narrative description of the results of the drug influence 
evaluation. 

CONTENT SEGMENTS ..................................................................................... LEARNING ACTIVITIES 

A. Components of the Process .......................................................... Instructor-Led Presentations 

B. Components of the Drug Evaluation Report ........................................... Interactive Discussion 

C. Drug Evaluation Narrative Report Format 

D. Sample Report 
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Session 26- Preparing the Narrative Report 

• Complete, clear, convincing
• Well written
• Descriptive, detailed and complete
• Organized, clearly documented, and 

compelling

The DRE Report
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A. Components of the Process 

The DRE Report 

Successful prosecution depends on how clearly, completely and convincingly the DRE presents 
their observations, measurements, and conclusions. 

A well written, clear, and convincing drug evaluation report increases the likelihood that the 
suspect will be convicted. 

• A prosecutor is more likely to file the charge if the evidence is organized, clearly 
documented and compelling. 

• The defense is less likely to contest the charge when the report is descriptive, detailed, 
and complete. 
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Sample Drug Influence 
Evaluation Face Sheet
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B. Components of the Drug Influence Evaluation Report 

The Face Sheet 

The Drug Influence Evaluation Face Sheet is part of your drug influence evaluation report; but it 
is not the entire report. 

The Face Sheet contains some very important information. 

Examples: 

• Suspect’s pulse rate was elevated on all three measurements. 

• Suspect’s eyes failed to converge. 

• Suspect’s pupils were constricted. 

But the Face Sheet does not contain all of the important information that is available 
concerning this suspect. 
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• The Drug Influence Evaluation Face 
Sheet is a technical document

• Trained DREs know how to complete 
and interpret the Face Sheet

• To assist with the interpretation of the 
information on the face sheet, boxes on 
the face sheet should not be left blank

• It is recommended that “N/A” or 
“None Observed” be used

Drug Influence 
Evaluation Face Sheet

 

 
Most importantly, the Drug Influence Evaluation Face Sheet is a technical document. 

• Trained DREs know how to complete and interpret the Face Sheet. 

Examples: 

• Information obtained during the interview of the arresting officer. 

• Elaborate or lengthy statements made by the suspect. 

• Paraphernalia found in the suspect’s possession. 

Many prosecutors, judges, and jurors won’t know how to interpret the face sheet. 

• It is up to you to take all of the information you work so hard to obtain, and put it into a 
clear, plain English, written report so that the prosecutor, the judge, and the jury will 
understand what you observed and what it means. 
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Drug Influence 
Evaluation Face Sheet
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The information contained on the Face 
Sheet is systematic, standardized, and 
the results are recorded in detail.

 

 
To ensure that the information contained on the Face Sheet is systematic and standardized, the 
results of the tests should be recorded as follows: 

Lack of Convergence 

• A dot should be made where the pupil is and draw an arrow to indicate the movement 
and where the pupil stops. 

Modified Romberg Balance 

• The first figure indicates the sway from front to back and should be estimated in inches 
from center. 

• The second figure indicates the sway from side to side and is estimated in inches from 
center. 

• Put the approximate number of inches from center the suspect sways on either end of 
the arrows. 

• Record actual elapsed time. 
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How to Record the Walk and Turn 
Test Results

Cannot keep balance___________
Starts too soon _______________

Stops Walking
Misses Heel-Toe
Steps Off Line
Raises Arms
Actual Steps Taken

1st Nine 2nd Nine
Walk and Turn Test

Describe Turn Cannot Do Test (explain)

Drug Influence 
Evaluation Face Sheet

 

 
Walk and Turn 

• The first two – cannot keep balance and starts too soon – are observed during the 
instruction stage. 

• Indicate by a check mark the number of times the suspect stops, misses heel-to-toe, 
steps off line, or raises arms. 

• Record the actual number of steps taken. 

• If the suspect stops walking, indicate where with a vertical slash mark and an “S” under 
that mark. 

• If the suspect steps off the line, indicate with half of a slash mark at an angle in the 
direction the step was off the line. 

• If the suspect misses heel-to-toe, indicate with a vertical slash mark and an “M” under 
that mark. 

• Describe turn. 
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How to Record the One Leg Stand 
and the Finger to Nose tests

Drug Influence 
Evaluation Face Sheet

One Leg Stand:

Sways while balancing
Uses arms to balance
Hopping
Puts foot down

L         R

Type of Footwear

 

 
One Leg Stand 

• Indicate in the one leg stand box the number they were counting when they put their 
foot down. 

• Check marks should be made to indicate the number of times the suspect swayed, used 
arms, hopped, or put foot down. 

• Indicate how far the suspect counted in 30 seconds in the top area of the box above the 
foot raised. 

Finger to Nose 

• A line should be drawn to the appropriate triangle or circle to indicate where the 
suspect touched their nose. 

• Suggestion – If the DRE draws the line from the place where the suspect touches to the 
triangle it enables them to draw a straighter line. 
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• Location
• Witnesses  
• Breath Alcohol Test  
• Notification and Interview of 

Arresting Officer

Components of the
Drug Evaluation Narrative Report 

26-9  

 
C. Drug Evaluation Narrative Report Format 

The Narrative Report 

The typical Drug Evaluation Narrative Report format contains 13 components. 

First item: Location (i.e. where the evaluation was conducted). 

Second item: Witnesses 

• List the person who served as the evaluator and the recorder with the complete agency 
name spelled out. 

• Other officers who helped to conduct the evaluation. 

• Others who observed the evaluation. 

• Include any instructors who witnessed the evaluation. 

Third item: the Breath Alcohol Test 

• Indicate BAC. 

• Who administered the breath alcohol test. 

• Time the test was administered. 

Fourth item: Notification and Interview of the Arresting Officer 

• When were you first notified of the request for a drug evaluation? 

• Summarize the information you were given at that time. 

• Document any information provided by the arresting officer. 

• Summary of your interview with the arresting officer and other witnesses. 
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• Initial observations of the suspect

• Medical problems and treatment  

• Psychophysical indicators of impairment
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Components of the
Drug Evaluation Narrative Report 

 

 
Fifth item: Initial Observation of the Suspect 

• Where you first saw the suspect. 

• Noteworthy aspects of your initial observations. 

• Findings of the Preliminary Examination of the suspect. 

Sixth item: Medical Problems and Treatment 

• Your observations of any apparent injury or illness affecting the suspect. 

• suspect’s statements of injury or illness. 

• Summary of any medical treatment provided to the suspect. 

Seventh item: Psychophysical Indicators of Impairment 

• Briefly summarize performance of the Modified Romberg Balance, Walk and Turn, One 
Leg Stand, and Finger to Nose tests. 

• Include any relevant behaviors on the tests that are not included on the face sheet. 

• Document any observations of eyelid tremors. 
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• Clinical indicators of impairment

• Signs of ingestion
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Components of the
Drug Evaluation Narrative Report 

 

 
Eighth item: Clinical Indicators of Impairment 

Eye signs 

• Briefly summarize your observations of HGN, VGN, Lack of Convergence, pupil size, 
reaction to light, and appearance of the suspect’s eyes. 

Vital signs 

• Briefly summarize the suspect’s pulse rate, blood pressure, and temperature. 

Ninth item: Signs of Ingestion 

• Results of examinations of oral and nasal cavities. 

• Results of examinations for injection marks. 

• Odors detected on suspect’s breath, hands, clothing, etc. 

• Physical debris of drugs or drug paraphernalia found on suspect’s person. 
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• Suspect's statements           

• DRE’s opinion  

26-12

Components of the
Drug Evaluation Narrative Report 

 

 
Tenth item: Suspect’s Statements. 

• “Miranda” waiver and responses. 

• Volunteered or spontaneous statements. 

• Statements made as a result of your interview. 

• Include admission or denial of drug use, time, location drugs were used, and statements 
relating to the suspect’s perception of their impairment, if applicable. 

Eleventh item: DRE’s Opinion. 

• State the category or categories of drugs that you believe is/are affecting the suspect. 

• State your opinion concerning the suspect’s ability to operate a vehicle safely, if 
applicable to this case. 
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• Toxicological sample  

• Miscellaneous

26-13

Components of the
Drug Evaluation Narrative Report 

 

 
Twelfth item: Toxicological Sample 

• State who drew the sample or observed the collection of the sample. 

• State where the sample was taken and to whom it was given. 

• If the suspect refused to provide a sample, state that fact. 

Thirteenth item: Miscellaneous 

Any other pertinent information such as drugs or drug paraphernalia found in the suspect’s 
possession. 
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Sample Report
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QUESTIONS?

 

 
D. Sample Report 

A sample report is found at the end of this session, for your reference. 
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